178        A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
Even in the mother school the infant was to make a
beginning with geography, history, and various sciences,
grammar, rhetoric, and dialectic, music, arithmetic,
geometry, and astronomy, and the rudiments of economics,
politics, ethics, metaphysics, and religion, but his attain-
ment was not expected to be as formidable as the names
of the subjects sound. It was, in fact, not unlike the
training of the modern kindergarten. In a similar way
each succeeding stage was to enlarge the body of knowledge
along all these lines. aln the earlier schools everything
is taught in a general and undefined manner, while in those
which follow the information is particularized and exact."
Moreover, beyond the university, which, like the lower
schools, was to make teaching its chief function, Comenius
held it to be important that there should be a "didactic
college" devoted to scientific investigation, in which
learned men from all nations should co-operate.
Method and contributions of Comenius. — Comenius
also intended to have this pansophic instruction im-
parted in keeping with sense realism. He insisted that the
"method of nature" must always be observed and fol-
lowed. His principles concerning the working of nature
were laid down a priori, but it is probable that they had
been previously worked out inductively from his school-
room experience. Nor is it remarkable that he did not
consistently employ induction. The natural sciences were
young in his day, and he had partially inherited the scho-
lastic notion that truth cannot be fully secured through
the senses or by reason. Moreover, in the application of
his general method to the specific teaching of various lines
— sciences, reading, writing, singing, languages, morality,
and piety — he utilized more fully the induction of Bacon,
He insisted, for example, that, in order to make a genuine

